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DAY 1: STORYBOOKS 
 
Why Storybooks? 
Gabriela Lee 
 
The picture book is regarded as the 
predominant mode of children’s literature in 
the Philippines. However, this is rarely 
questioned or analyzed from a reader’s 
perspective. In this talk, Gabriela Lee would 
like to examine the history of children’s 
picture books in the Philippines, the 
importance and value of using both words 
and pictures to tell a story for children, and 
the limitations of the form. Using examples 
from both local and international 
storybooks, the speaker hopes to introduce 
the potential of the picture book to aspiring 
writers for children. 
 
Looking at Illustrations 
Eli Camacho 
 
In picture books, words are only half of the 
story. The most memorable children's books 
are those in which text and art work 
together to bring a story to life. Find out 
how illustrations can capture the reader's 
imagination (and make the writer's work a 
little easier). 
 
Everyone Starts with a Blank Page  
Russell Molina 
 
Gain new insights on how to jumpstart your 
writing process through ideation and 
visualization. 
 
Stories are Everywhere 
Augie Rivera 
 
Saan galing ang mga kuwento? Ano-ano 
ang mga sangkap sa pagbuo nito? Alamin 
din ang 'kuwento' sa likod ng mga 
kuwentong naisulat ni Augie.  

DAY 2: CHAPTER BOOKS 
 
Why Chapter Books? 
Tarie Sabido 
 
This is a presentation on international trends 
in children's and young adult novels and a 
discussion on the need for Filipino children's 
and young adult novels. 
 
Playing with Language  
M.J. Cagumbay Tumamac (Xi Zuq)  
 
How do we capture and depict children's 
language in stories? Is there an appropriate 
language for middle grade and young adult 
readers? Using actual responses of readers 
and examples from local titles, explore the 
possibilities of playing with language in 
writing chapter books and novels for Filipino 
kids and teens. 
 
Taming the Novel Writing’s Fourth Monster 
Edgar Calabia Samar 
 
In this lecture, Edgar Calabia Samar 
attempts to capture and confront novel 
writing’s fourth monster that often derails or 
sometimes even halts the writing process. 
Assuming that the beginning novelist has 
already tamed the first three—Idea, Outline, 
Beginning—she has to make sense of this 
three-headed Monstrosity aka Continuity 
that requires commitment, consistency, and 
curiosity from novelists. Samar shares his 
own methods and devices in bringing a 
novel to completion. 
 
Submitting to Publishers 
Ani Almario 
 
What do you need to remember when 
preparing a manuscript submission to a 
publisher? What can you expect once you 
have sent your manuscript out? Get it 
straight from Adarna House’s head of 
product development—the best practices 
that will help you get your foot in the door.
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GA BRIELA  LEE  received a Master of Arts 
in Literary Studies from the National 
University of Singapore. She has been 
published for her poetry and fiction in 
the Philippines, Singapore, the United 
States, and Australia. Her latest work is 
slated to appear in the 
anthologies Science Fiction: Filipino 
Fiction for Young Adults, and New 
Voices: An Anthology of Fiction, both 
from UP Press. Her forthcoming 
collection of stories is titled Instructions 
on How to Disappear and Other 
Stories. She currently teaches creative 
writing at the University of the 
Philippines. She can be found online as 
@sundialgirl. 
 
EL I  CAMAC HO  is Product Development 
Officer at Adarna House. She graduated 
from the UP College of Fine Arts with a 
degree in Visual Communication and has 
worked as an elementary and high school 
art teacher. As art director of Adarna 
House, she is tasked with matching new 
and experienced illustrators with stories 
selected for publication and keeping the 
illustration process on schedule. 
 
RUSSELL  MOL INA  is an award-winning 
children’s book author and illustrator with 
twenty books to his name. An advertising 
executive creative director by profession, 
Molina started writing for children in 1998 
with the story Lumang Kumot ni Lola 
(Grandma’s Old Blanket).   
  
Reflecting current Filipino realities and 
mirroring the local milieu and culture, his 
stories embrace a wide range of themes: 
From difficult issues like discrimination 
and apathy to real-life experiences like 
sibling rivalry and the reinvention of the 
family structure.  With books like Madyik 
Silya ni Titoy (Titoy’s Magical Chair) and 
Sampu Pataas, Sampu Pababa (Ten Up, 
Ten Down), Molina has inspired children 
to conquer physical disabilities with a 
dose of creativity and imagination. He 
recently released his second graphic 
novel 12:01.   
 

 
AUG IE  R IVERA  is an award-winning 
children’s book author and TV writer. He 
is the author of eighteen children’s books 
including XILEF, Magnificent Benito and 
His Two Front Teeth, Batang Historyador 
series, Ang Lihim ni Lea, Isang Harding 
Papel, and the well-loved Alamat ng 
Ampalaya which is now on its 21st year of 
publication. He has won the Palanca 
Awards several times for his children’s 
fiction in Filipino and English.  
 
TAR IE  SABIDO  is a professional fangirl 
and her fandom is children's and young 
adult literature. She judged the 2010 
Children's and Young Adult Bloggers' 
Literary Awards, the 2010 National 
Children's Book Awards, and the 2014 
and 2015 Scholastic Writers' Award. She 
is one of the organizers of the Filipino 
ReaderCon and the Filipino Readers' 
Choice Awards (FRCA), and is the Chair 
of the Philippine Board on Books for 
Young People (PBBY). 
 
M.J.  CAGUMBA Y TUMAMAC  (X I  ZUQ )  

is a reader and teacher from General 
Santos City. He has edited children's 
books in Cebuano, Hiligaynon, Tboli, 
Blaan, Tagakaolo, and other Philippine 
languages. He posts reviews of children's 
and young adult books at Xi Zuq's Nook 
(www.xizuqsnook.com). 
 
Si ED GAR  CALABIA  SAMAR  ay nagtuturo 
ng panitikan at malikhaing pagsulat sa 
Ateneo de Manila University, at isang 
premyadong manunulat. Nagwagi na ang 
kaniyang mga akda ng mga pambansang 
gawad na tulad ng Palanca, NCCA 
Writer’s Prize, at National Book Award. 
Nakapagbigay na siya ng mga panayam 
sa panitikan at malikhaing pagsulat sa 
iba’t ibang panig ng Filipinas mula sa 
Batanes sa Hilagang Luzon hanggang 
Lungsod Zamboanga sa Katimugang 
Mindanao, gayundin sa labas ng bansa. 
 

Si AN I RO SA ALMARIO  ang Bise-
Presidente ng Adarna House at School 
Director at Co-Founder ng The Raya 
School.

 

http://www.xizuqsnook.com/

